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BROTHERLY EXAMINATION 
RE-EXAMINED, &c. 


dey Have obſerved, and endeavoured to avoid 
SY two dangerous rocks; againſt one of 
Þ which men daſhing themſelves, have made 
: _ times l:fle comfortable, lefle peace- 
able. 

I. An affe&ation of new interpretations 
and ſenſes in Scripture; which being ac- 
companyed with ſublime and anuſuall ex- 
preflions, become but ayery nouriſhment, and will in time (if 
Gods Miniſters avoid it not) deſtroy the power of Religion, and 
plunge our Kingdome into very Atheiſme. 

2. Anover-fhrme adhering to, and doting on ſuch explicati- 
ons, as the ages before have found on ; taking up upon traſt what 
they have ſaid, and receiving the mind of the Word of God by 
Tradition ; and this hath place as much in this great Contravere 
fie of Church-Government, as in any other. And this was the 
true cauſe ofa ſtop, that I did not ſuddenly cloſe with the ons 
fide, or other. I have had the opportunity to.heare, almoſt, what 
man _y in either fide ; and diligently comparing cach dayes 
debate with my reccived principles, I found my fſelfe inſenfi- 
bly ſettled upon this foundation, That the Scripture held out no 
Ioftitution for the Presbyterian Government. I reſolved to (hun 
the two fore-mentioned recks, and to look upon Scripture in 
the literalland Grammaticall ſenſe, and by this I was quickly 
caryed toſee the Chriſtian Magiſtrate to bee a power ordained 
of God: I caſt my eye backward , and ſaw whence this 
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Church power hadits riſe, and that was want of Magiſtracy ; 

I looked forward, and beheld to what it grew, and that was the 

in{laving of Magiltracy, and here the tye both of wiſdome and 

conſcience interpoſed, to give to Ceſar that which is Ceſars, 

andto God, that which is Gods. I found occaſionally ſome 

few Divines in Towne (who are now alſo witnefling to this 

truth) bottomed, juſt as I my ſelfe was. We ſeriouſly confide- 

red, this opinion would make no rent; In praftice it would 

ſubmit to the Presbyterian, and was no enemy tothe Indepen- 
dent. Nay we ſaw clearly, thatit wasthe onely way to bring 
contraries together ; and either our Church muſt be united 
here, or it will never be united. This was the juſt occaſion, that 
beivg called to publique imployment, I did in a paſſage point 
this way : but it being to ſome both new and ſtrange, it met 
with much oppoſition, as if the Miniltery had been quite over- 
thrown. Among others, this learned Commiſſioner did firſt in 
two publique Sermons before the Honourable Houſes,rnd after- 
waves Print, lay o__ charges upon the Sermon, as ap- 
peareSin the Title of his Brotherly Examination. Had he but 
delivered his opinion, I would not have ſtriven ; but writing as 
hedoth, I durft not hold my peace. In this my Anſwer, accor- 
ding to my inclination, I am very briefe, rather ſetting downe 
a marke for the intelligent to ſee the truth, then largely diſcuſ- 
fing any thing as yet. I have followed him, as ke hath gone be- 
fore, not ſtep'by ſtep, but onely wherein things controverted and: 
pertinent doe appeare : He briefly toucheth upon it in his prin- 
ted Sermon, pag. 20. but more fully in his Brotherly Examinati- 
#n ſubjoyned. And inthis manner I proceed, Firſt, to what he 
fith in the Sermon, Next, to what he addes after it, 


In the body of the Sermon, page 20. 


Commiſlioner. 
what will you ſay, if any be found among the ſonnes of Levi, 
that will neither be allive nor paſſive in the eftabliſhing of the 
Church-refining and ſin-cenſuring government of Zeſms Chriſt, 
but will needs appeare upon the tage againſt it ? This was done in a 
late Sermon now cowe abroad — ” 5 4508 
2 MLE 3 SR ge: TG Reply, 
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Re-examned. 


| Reply, 

1. WhenT read this paſlage , od this confident aſſertion, I 
doubted whether it had relation to my Sermon ; I did-not think 
any ingenuous man would have aſſerted ſo much, much leſle a 
godly Divine, 

2. The words muſt neceflarily have one of theſe two ſenſes : 

What think you of him that will neither-be aRive nor paſſiye 

in the «ſtabliſhing of that which is indeed the Church-refi- 
ning and fin-eenſuring government of Chriſt ? 

Oc that which the learned Commiſſioner holds in his opini- 

on to beſo? 

It in the firſt ſenſe, I fay, and (ay it boldly, that he is x wicked 
man, unworthy to coma:unicate with Chriſt in any happinefle 
er glory ; and inthis ſenſe, to ſay, this Sermon holds it out, 13 at 
the belt a moſt uncharitable flander, 

If in the ſecond, I ſay, This Sermon doth hold it out, and with- 
all adde, that he that will not be aRive nor paſſive this way, may 
yet be as aRive and paſlive forthe Churct-refining and fiane- 
cenſuring government of Chriſt as any other, and with as good 
ſucceſle, and this (hall be juſtified to the utmoſt. 

3. Idcfire this revcrend Commiſſioner with wiſdome and 
kumility to minde what Church-refining and finnc-cenſuring 
work this government with all irs aRivity hath made in his 
Countrey in the point of promiſcuous Communicating. (The 
grand Controyerſic of theſe times. ) 

Commil. 1 
Which (viz. Scrmon) hath given no ſmall ſcandal and offence. 
Anſw., 

It hath alſo given much content and ſatisfaRtion, and will in 
the end take away alldifference, and ſettle union. But hath it 
given cftznce? To whom ? I appeale to the Honourable Aadi- 
ence, and I am ſure the Commiſſioner will not deny , but they 
are able to judge of a ſcandalous Sermon; he knows they thought 
not ſo, and is apparent, in that they vouchſafcd it one portion a- 
bove all its brethren ; for beſides the common curteſie in an Or- 
der for Thanks and Printing, they were pleaſed to command the 
publiſhing a ſecond time, and that as neere as it was preached, as 
could be. And thopgh meerly in modeſty I torbore the prefixing 
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of two orders, Yet I now publiſh the truth, becauſe ſome havg 
made a miſconſtruftion of it in ſeverall parts of the Kingdome, 
Commiſl. 

1 am confident, every other godly Minifter will ſay, Let my 

tongue cleave to the roofe of nxy month, before 1 doe the like. 
Reply. 

Yet forall this confiderce it woul4 beno hard thing to finde 
ſo me in the Aſſembly, City, Country,and Scotland too,that will 
not ſay ſo. But he will erelongacknowlecdge this to beraſhneſle, 
not confidence, 


In the brotherly Examination at the end 
of the SunmQN, 


Commuſhoner, 


1 46d im the Abby Charch expreſſe my thoughts, bus 1 was then 


»nwiking to fall upon acontroverſiein a Faſt Sermon, 
uf. 

I. Soyou did in Margarets too. 

2. How can you ſay you were ——— Be your ſelfe 
Jadge, when at large you did it at two ſeverall Faſts, one where- 
of was particularly appointed for the miſerics of your owne 
Kingdome, and you turned it much this way. 

Commaifl. 

T hat which had beene too late to be preached after Sermon, # not 

too late to be printed after Sermon. 
Anſ. 

I underſtand not this paſſage, except that the Commiſſioner 
was dcfirous (after he had before the Lo: in the Abby, andthe 
Commonsin Margarets,made it a great ſubje of his Sermons) 
to have repeated all over againeat the cloſe : and had done it, but 
onely for want of time, If ſo, guefle how unwilling he wasto 

it, orelſe that he would have the world think that he had all that 
in his thoughts, but in diſcretion did not preach it, though now 
he prints 1t. | 
Commidd. 
Others (upon occaſion offered) have given their teſtinwony a- 
gainſt this dottrine. ” 
Anfſ, 


. __ 
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Re-examined. 
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Anſ. 

Wes it an occaſion offered, or taken?I know foure or five did 
take the advantage of their publique imployment to declare 
themſelves : but a Faſt, a Sermon at the ele&ion of the Lord 
Maior, or (the leaſt of all) a Funerall can hardly be an accaſion 
offered. Yet theſe were the occuſions. And certainly though 
you might judge your ſelfe (if filent) unfaithful, yet how others 
judge of you and them, (becauſe not) I need not ſpeake. 

But I come to the particulars of the Sernon. 


The firſt Rule, 
Sermon, 
Eſtabliſh as few things 7»re Divine, as can well be. 
Commifi, 

Which # by interpretation, as little fine gold, and as much aroſſe 
45 can well be. And ſoforth in an impertinent diſcourſe of ta- 
king from the word of God. 

| Reply. 

By interpretation ? whoſe? I doe not think aſecond man in 
the world would have drawn ſuch an inference from that Rule; 
and that herc was a very great careleſneſſe or worſe, I proveby 
this argument. If that pofition which the learned Commiffio- 
nerſets downe as the contrary to my Rule, be the very ſame 
thing with my Rule, then there was either ignorance or mirid- 
leſneſle in him that ſets it downe, 

But his poſition and my rule are all one, neither is there any 
difference in theſe two propoſitions : 

Eftabliſh as few things {mure divine 3 can well be. 
Eſtabliſh as many things 7-re 45vi#s as can well be. 
And the reaſon is, bectuſe thoſg few things owlt not be fewer 
then all, nor thoſe many things more then all. Therefore. 
V_ Commiff. 

It muſt be rewembred withall, 

1. That the queſtion 9 net, Whether this or that forme of govern- 
ment, but whether a government be Jure divino, avd Church 
cenſure tobe diſpenced by Church officers, T he brother #« for the 

Reply. 

bele termes, Church government, Church Us = 

officers 
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officers require much unfolding : inthe meane, I flatly deny his 
afertion generally ſet downe as falſe, and not at all delivered by 
me in that Sermon. 

Commifl. 
2, Neither «it ſtood npon that the Parliament ſhould eſtabliſh te 

Jure divino. 

Reply, | 

This way 1s too _— now, it will take no more : weall 
know where the 1«« divinuns was waved,and hundreds of times 
expreſſed, that the intention was not to goe ſo high. But when 
once paſt, then | It is our due, Chriſt hath given it, It is Chriſts 
government ; neither gill it be otherwiſe received. But the wiſ- 
dome of the Parliament will cafily diſcover this : eſpecially 
when the 74 divinuw is beforehand praftiſed, and for the future 
intended. 

Commiſ, 

why ſhould Jos divinum be ſuch a Noli metangere ? The rea- 
ſou was, it was the ancly thing that hindered union in the Aſſembly, 
T wo parties came biaſed, ana where ſhould they meet ? 

If it was thus, how ſhall he make himſelfe b ameleſſe , becauſe hee 
came byaſed « third way with - _ tenets? 

eply, 

1. Paſſing weak | A Bowleis not byaſed by its own waight, 
nor a man by his owne judgement, but by ſomething adventiti- 
ous from without: Otherwiſe all men inthe world are byaſed. 

2. The Commiſſtoner is content that us djvinam ſhould be 
a Nols me tangere to the Parliament, yet blames what himſelfe 
grants. | 

Sermon. 
Where ſhould theſe two parties thus byaſed meet ? 
Commiſl, 
1s holding a Church government | ure divino. 
eply. 

Sure I dreame | But I will tell you newes : the Presbyterians 
and Independents are united : nay more, the Lutherans and Cal- 
viniſts : nay more yet, the Papilt and Proteſtant: nay more then 
ſo, the Turke and Chriſtian 1 But wherein ? In holding that 
there 15a Religion wherein men ought to walke . It therebenot 


ſome 


Re-exammed. 


ſomeerrour in the printing, it is the ſtrangeſt ſentence that ever 
f-ll from a wiſe mans pen. 

For the word Byalſing, the greateſt clamour was once made 
againſt that, as if containing ſomething of injury, But the wiſe 
Commiſſioner ſaw farther ther weaker ſights. He acknowled- 
geth the bias, but juſtifies it, and ſeeing I did not charge it upon 
them as a fault, we arc therein agreed : and ſo let it paſſe. Onely 
note, it is more then probable,by the inſtances the Commiſſioner 
brings, That the reverend Commiſſioners from Scotland came 
not to this Aſſembly, as Divines, by diſpute and diſquifition to 
find out truth,bur as Judges tocenſure all different opinions as 
erroneous ; for ſo came forreign Divines to Dort, Alexander to 
the Councel of Nice, Cyril to Epheſw, And for your profefii- 
on of willingneſſe to learn more, I beleeve, but of permiſſion to 
receive more, I doubt, having diflented from the Afſemblics or 
Parl, determinations in ſome things. 


The ſecond Rule. 
Sermon. 
Let alt precepts held out as Divine Inflirutions have cleare Script. 
Commil. 

will any Divine deny that to be a divine truth, which by neceſſa= 

ry conſequence i dr awne frons _—_— ? 

Reply. 

They will not,nor I.Neceflary conſequence is cleare Scripture. 
Commil. 

'- It is ſtrange he ſhouldpaſſe over thoſe two Scriptures, 1 Cor.5, 
Mat.18. ſwpercilionſly, without reſpett toſo = acloud of wit- 
neſſes,or offering an anſwer to the arguments drawn from theſe pla- 
ces which if he had donehe ſhould not want areply. 

Reply, 

It is trange the Commil. ſhould ſo peremptorily preſſe thoſe 
two Scriptures,and not offer one argument to hold out the point 
from them ; which had he done, he Caould have bad anſwer.I am 
onely to deny, the Affirmer is to prove. But I beleeve the Com. 
hath work enough before him ; if he hath not, he ſhall have. 

Sermon. 

1 conld never yet ſee, how two coordinate governments, exert 
from ſupertarity and inferiority, can be in owr State, 

ye 
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Commil. 

Yes, a Generall and an Admirall,a Father anda Maſter ,a Cap- 
taine and a Maſter of a Ship. 

Reply. 

I muſt confeſſe I have hitherto been miſtaken, for I never 
thought that the generall Aſſembly and the Parliament of Scor- 
laxd had divided the Kingdome between them, one toraigne in 
one part, and the other in another, as by the Commiſ. firſt fimi- 
litade it ſeemsthey doc : Nor that the one Court had them under 


the government thercof, till ſuch an age, and then the other took 


care of them, as his ſecond inftance holds out : Nor that one ru- 
led over men ofſuch a calling, and the other over ſuch, as his 
third imporrs : That place, age or callings are the diſtinguiſh- 
ing netes of the two powers. It this be his meaning, I humbly 
entreat our Parliament out of a godly State-jealouſfie to look far- 
ther into the Presbyterian Principles then yet they have : If this 
be not his mcaning, he hath with great endeayour ſaid nothing. 
Commil. 

It « not Independencie of Church-Government upon the Civil 
which he ſpeaks againſt, but the very thing it ſelfe , a Church-Go« 
vernment, 4s is manifeſt by hus other two Rules, 

Reply. 

Nay, it is this Independency, and this alone that I ſpeak a- 
gainſt ; The thing itſclfe , Church-Government (though that 
termeI approve not) I grant, as ſhall appeare inthe other two 
Rules. But it is no mervaile though the Commiſ. endeavoursto 
draw our eyes away from the view of this Independencie, there 
being no Church-government under heavenſo independent up- 
on the Civill Scate,as the Scotland Presbyterie, I ſuppole. 


The third Rule, 
Sermon. 
Lay no more burthen of Government upon the ſhoulders of Mi- 
»sfters, then Chriſt hath plainly laid pon thews, 
Commil, 
He- means none at all, 
Reply. 
ThenT tell alye, when I fay plainly, I mean the correQive 
part, which Igive to the Magiſtracy , as an impediment to the 
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Re-exammed. 


diiniſtery ; The Miniſters other work, is other, from ſuch domi- 
nation, as ſomewhere they exerciſe. 
Commiff. 

He mig ht have added, Without Church-Government Miniſters 
when they have done all they can, they ſhall not keep themſelves nor 
ordinances from pollution. 

Reply. 

1, Why might I have added 1t? 

2. I underſtand not this keeping themſelves from pollution ; 
If he mexne;that a Miniſter doing his duty in diſpenfing the ordi- 
nancesto the people of God js polluted , if an unworthy Com- 
municant partake of them : Then I delite the Commit, to make 
this appeare, for upon this very point hangs the maine contro- 
verſie. 

3. Neither know I what this pollution of the Ordinances is ; 
I take it, it mult ſignifie one of theſe three things : 

1. The O:dinance becomes no Ordinance by a wicked 
mans partaking, 

2, It is incffeRtuall toall that come to it thereby. 

3. It is ineft<Ruall to himſclt that thus finfully pollutes it. 

I defire the Commiſ. to pitch upon one of theſe, or elſe to give 
as the true meaning of the phraſe, fer in good truth I underſtand 

it not. 

4. But remarkably obſervable are ſome things in this clauſ: : 

Firſt, That ſpeaking of the efficacie and uſefulnefle of Church- 
government,he gives inſtance in the purity of the ordinances and 
members preſerved. Now this is the efficicic of Government as 
it is Congregationall, not as it is Presbyteriall. Foran Indepen» 
dent to have given this inſtance, had been ſomething ; but for 
2 Commiſſioner from Scotland,a champion for the Presbyterian 
Government to ſay ſo, ſeemes ſtrange. He ſhould have given an 
1aſtance of the power and efficacie of Government, as it is Pref 
byterian, and contradiſtin& to Congregational]. 

Secondly, that he aſcrites this power of purifying men, and 
means of advancing the power of godlinefſe afterward to Go- 
vernment. The truth of which ſeemes to me not cleare, or ra- 
ther it ſeems clearly to be not a truth. I know ſome of that jodge- 
ment have confidently afferted that preaching the Word hath 
been as an Angle wo catch here one, and therg one to God ; Jon 

B 2 @- 


A Brotherly Examination 


mn ———— 


Sol, 


Government isasa Net, it brings in multitudes. As I would 
not detra& from the worth of a due Government, ſo neither can 
I ſodignikie it, as to make it to doe all things. 

I. The Scripture makes it not a gathering ordinance. 

2. Government pertains but to the outward man, the order of 
the Church viſible. 

3. Menmuſt firſt be converted, before they come to be under 
Government. It gives not the being nor growth , no more then 
the hedge doth ſow the ſeed, or make the corn to grow. 

4. Butexpenience 1s the cleareſt evidence ; I ſuppoſe it will 
not be denyed, but that this Kingdome hath brought forth as ma- 
ny and as holy Saints a$ any Nation under heaven ; yet what go- 
vernment had we? I amſure the Commiſ. will confeſſe we had 
none,or that which was worſe then none, The Prelaticall tyran- 
nie being furiouſly exerciſed againſt the truth,not for the truth. 

The onely thing that is ſaid apainiſt this, is our preſcnt time : 
what monſters = cs doearile, and opinions that the world 
never heard of before, during this Anarchy and want of Church- 
Government ? 

To which I reply two things : 

I. It isa Fallacy,taking that to be the cauſe which is not: For 
look among whom have theſe irregularities moſt abounded here 
in London; ſome ſeparated congregations are they that. have 
yeelded us ſuch a bad harveſt ; yet they had all Church cenſures 
among them, and Excommunication it ſelfe. Scarce an inſtance 
can be given of any that have broched ſuch fancics, that have li- 
ved in expeRation of a Government to be ſetled, and inthe mean 
have done what ſeems good in their owne eyes., Church-Go- 
vernment then is not the preventive of Schiſmes and Divifion. 

2. Thetrue cauſe ſeems to be the intermiſſion of the Cjyill 
Sword,and want of Law. The Inferiour Magiſtrate knowes not 
whatto doe, he wants a rule, a law, the Superiour hath not eſtz- 
bliſhed one. At the extirpation of Prelacie, the Honourable Patl. 
would haveeſtabliſhed Commiſſioners in all counties as an in» 
terimy {tical Magiſtracy : But ſome (and who they were is e- 
nough ' knowne) fearing if once it were there placed, they 
ſhould never get it out of their hands againe, cryed it downe, 
and were a {top inthe way of that intended work. If this be 
not the cauſe,I deſire the reverend Commil. wouldafſign what is. 

| In 


Re-examined. 


In the meane, ſureI am, want of Church government is not. 
| Commiſl. 

In excluding Mini'ers from government, he meanes from ſþi- 
ritual and eccleſiaſticall government for the queſtion 1s not of civill, 

e . 

I. This isover bold to ſet down what I meane. 

2. It is not true, T doe not exclade Miniſters neither from Ec- 
cleſiaſticall nor Civill government, in a miniſteriall way,dodtri- 
nally and declaratively. 

3- I know no ſuch diſtinion of government Ecclefiaſticall 
and Civill, in the ſenſe I tzke Government for the correRive part 
thereof. All Ecclefiaſticall (improperly called) government be- 
ing meerly doQtrinall : the corretive or punitive part beivg ci- 
vill or temporall. 

Commifl, 

He excludes Ruling Elders too, 

Reply, 

1. How know you that ? 

2, Theſe Ruling Elders are either the ſame for Office and 
Ordination with the Miniſter, onely the work is divided. And 
ſuch they are (it I miſtakenot) in the Independent congregati- 
ons. But thele the Commiſſioner ownes not, or elſe they are 
taken from among the people, for the ruling and correRive part: 
and ſo they are the Chriftian Magiſtrate, and I doe not exclude 
them. Commiſ. 

Hu word! tend to the taking away of all Church government 
from Church Officers. And alittle after : 

He acknowledgeth no (uch thing as a Presbyteriall government. 

e . 

I. Tispretty to ſee how the Commiſſioner frames me to be 
ſuch an adverſary as he would have me : une while he makes me 
an enemy to all Church government,then only to the Presb. 

2, I doeacknowledge a Presbyterian gov. I ſaid ſo expreſly 
in my Epiſtle,and do heartily ſubſcribe to the Votes of the Houle 
who have power to eltabliſh what Magiſtracy they in prudence 
ſhall ſee beſt, That which followes is altogether impertinent. 
I quoted, or rather alluded to a Scripture phraſe, as in P/al. 33. 
I5.20d Prov.27.19. of which the Commiſſioner gives ſeverall 
different interpretations, and of them I could give (eyerall other 

£5 B 3 | ſenſes, 
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ſenſes, and make ſome of his improbable : but his may ſtand,and 
mine may ſtand, 

And toall he inferres upon it, I ſay only thus, That he that 
knowes how to be governed, rather then togoverne, may ſafely 
be truſted with as large a ſhare in government as ſach men will 
defire : which if true, then all that there 1s ſaid is nothing : and 
though true, yet when ſuch a one, when any one comes to take 
up this government, he ſhall finde it as troubleſome a burden as 
evcr he had on his ſhoulders. 

Commit. 
Whence ts this feare of this proud ſwelling waves of Preibyteriall 
government ? — ſrom France —— 
Reply, 
| I. IconfeſſeT have hadno great experience of the Presbyte- 
1140 government. 

2, Many ofthe Foraigne Churches are under a Civill govern- 
ment of diffzrent Religion, and ſo can doe nothing but by leave. 

3. The Chriſtian Magiſtrate1n other places interpoſeth. 

4. ButI will tell you both what and whence my feares are : 
T fcare leſt the Presbyteriall government ſhould incroach upon 
the Civill, and I alſo fare leſt it ſhould Prelatically tyrannize ; 
and theſe my feares ariſe from Scotland, from London. , 

1. From Scotland. 1 my felfe did heare the Presbytery of E- 
dinburgh cenſure a woman to be baniſhed uut of thegates of the 
City ; was not this an incroachment ? 

2. 'From London. Presbytcry with us here is ſcarce as yet in 
his infancy : we have had but oneor two preparative meetings, 
and yet in them we had as Prelaticall a trick cndeavoured to be 
put upon us, a$ the nature of the buſineſſe conld poſſibly beare : 
and when I ſtood up to plead for our equall intereſt, and to pre= 
vent ſuch uſurpatiors, the grave Prelaticall checks of KNAVE 
AND FOOLE wereat leaſt whiſpered for my entertain« 
ment, Hence thoſe feares. Though indeed the abſolute inde- 
pendent principles thercof be the maine. : 


Commil, 
T he brother muſt be apprehended as ſpeaking of Pres, govern- 
ment. eply. 


Now Iam an Anty presbyterian againe. 
That deſcanting npvn my alluſion to the King of Sodoms 
ipeech 


Re-examined. 


{ peech,is rather to ſhew wit,then pertinent tothe point. Though 
in the ſame he lets fall theſe poſitions 2 

I. Government makes the viſible miniſterial Church beautifull 
4 Tirzah. 

2. It makes faire the ontward face of a Church. 

3. Admitting the ſcandalous and prophane to the Lord; Table, 
* makes Miniſters to partake of their ſins. 

. Government advanceth the power of godlineſſe. 

5. Alearned Miniſtery puts no black marks upon prophaneneſſe 
more then upon others, 

6, To tarne over the government of ſoules to the Civill power 
ſerves my twrne, 

7. The Parliament ] hope will leave to Chrift that which « 
Chriſts. Speaking (as farre as 1 can perceive) of the Presbytc- 
rian government. 

But b-cauſe he confirmes them not, I can as cafily affirme 
them reſpc&ively to be doubtfull, oppoſite one to the other, 
harſh, cenſorious, and fo I paſſe them. 

And now I come to the maine charge, which is no leſle 
then breach of Covenanr. 
Commit. 

1 wiſh the reverend Brother may ſeriouſly confider , whether hee 
hath not violated the Oath of Goda, 

Reply. 

The manner of the expreſſion is by way of queſtion, but the 
matter is a plaine charge, as is cleare by the Title, where he faith, 
What I have aſſerted is contrary to the ſolemne League and Co- 
yenant, Now this is a very grievous charge, and worthy of ſc- 
yere cenſure; a great fault in any, in me more then in divers 0- 
thers, if made out. That I (hould violate this Covenant, who 
folemoly and publiquely took it on the ſame day,and inthe ſame 
place with the Honourable Houſe of Commons, the Commil- 
fioners from Scotland, and Reverend Aﬀembly of Divines, who 

after was appointed by order of the ſaid Houſe, and did publike- 
ly give toother, of the Nobility, Gentry, Miniſtry and Scottiſh 
Nationthen in Town ; who by authority did alſo adminiſter it 
to the Mioiſters of Surry for that end afſembled, and to other pla- 
ces, who alſo cauſed it, and ſaw it ſworne by the Pariſhioners of 
Peters Cornhill, and doe daily ſee the fame taken by many Mari- 

ners 
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nersand others here arriving : I fay,that I (hould violate this ho- 
ly band, is ſuch acharge, that, if the proofe be not convincing and 
full, is thegreateſt wrong that conld be done to me by any man 
alive, and of which I am very ſenſible, But let us hearken to the 
Charge. Commil, 

In adviſing the Parliament to lay no burden of government upon 
Church Officers, but to take the government of the Church wholly 
into their owne hand, Reply. 

1. Finde ſuch an advice, and I will renounce all I have aid. 
Doe not I ſay the dotinall and declarative power 1$ in the Mi- 
niſtery ? And doe not I hold Miniſters Church Officers ? and do 
not I give the correRive power to the Chriſtian Magiltrate? and 
do not I ſay expreſly, heis a Church governour ? 

But he is not ſo. 

So thinks the Commiſſioner, and ſo thinking he ſhould have 
ſaid, I adviſed the Parliament to lay no burden of government 
upon them, whom he this Commiſſioner thinks Church officers, 
then had he ſpoken true, but impertinently. 

2, And as farre from truth is it, that I adviſe the Parliament 
to take Church government holy into their owne hands, I ne- 
ver had it in my thoughts that the Parliament had power of dif- 
penſing the Word and Sacraments, And if you meane the cor- 
reive power, I'doeſo. And 1 defire the Parliament to confi- 
der another Presbyterian principl:, that excludes your Honou- 
rable Aſſembly from being Officers in the Church of Chriſt. This 
iscertaine, The Engliſh Parliament is either a Jewiſh govern- 
ment, or a Church government, or a Heathenith government, 
There isno third, 2 Cor,10.32. A Jewiſh government it isnot, 
all yeeld. A Church government 1t 1s not, the Commiſſioner 
will deny that. It is therefore (by this argument) a Heatheniſh 
governinent. But you ſhall heare worſe things then theſe ere 
long. In the meane ſpace obſerve, he that makes the Parlia- 
ment of England any other but a Heathen government, is a Co- 
venant breaker in the opinion of this Arguer, But we come to 
his proofe, Commil.' 

Onr Covenant u toreſorme Church government, not toextir« 
pate it : therefore he that findes n» Church government breaks bus 
Covenant. Reply. 

- 1, We mult reforme it according to the Word of God, If 
that 
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that hold out none, here isno failing. A Jury at the Afſizes is 
ſworne to inquire into the fclonyof ſuch an accuſed priſoner, The 
Jury finds Not Guilty, is that Jury perjured? 

2, It is not true, that I find none, as ſaid before ; and once 
againe,1 ſay, the caſe is this : | 

Three men of ſeverall judgements are imployed to deliver in 
their opinions of Church-Government, and take an oath to that 
purpoſe : Mr. Gillepy, an Independent, and Mr, Coleman, and 
they make their returne thus ; 

1. Maſter GiJeſþy ſaith, He finds in Scripture, viz. at. 18, 
and A. 15. that Church Government is in ſcverall ſorts'vf A(- 
ſemblies conſiſting of Miniſters and Ruling Elders, ſubordinate, 
the leſſer to the greater, the Claflis to the Synod, the Synod to 
the Nationall, and that above all Courts in the Kingdome. 

2, Theother of the Independent jadgement finds the Go- 
vernment to be Congregationall, ordered and managed by the 
Elderſhip of that particular Congregation, which is to adviſe 
with, and to give an accompt to any Claſſis, or other meeting 
of Brethren and Miniſters upon juſt occafion, and are ſubj<R& to 
the Magiſtracy and his cenſure upon any miſdemeanour. 

3. Maſter Co/eman, not much different from this laſt, findes 
the Doftinall and Dcclarative partin the Miniſters of Chriſt ac» 
cording to his commiſſion, 444t.28. Goe teach, and the punitive 
and cenſuring part in the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, according to his 
inſtitution, Row.1 3.132. For the puniſhment of him that doth evil: 
and this Magiſtrate may execute the commands of Chriſt taught 
and declared by the Miniſtery, by ruling Elders, Claflicall or o- 
ther meetings, a$ in prudence he (hall fnde to be fitteſt. Here- 

upon I aske, How uponthis Declaration, Maſter Gilefpy can ac- 
cuſe Maſter Coleman of Covenant breaking, more then Mr, Cole- 
w4» may accuſe him, or the third party accuſe either, or either of 
them, him ? And ot this, let any rationall man under heaven be 


judge. 
Commiſ 
Church-Government 14 mentioned 4s Spiritual, not a Civil 
thing. The matters of Religion are put together , The Priviled- 
ges of Parliament come after. 


Reply. 
. What if it be? Therefore the Falament is not to meddle with 
| ( | it, 


24 


&. 


A Brotherly Exammation 


it, and why ? becauſe their Priviledges come after. I commend 
plainedealing. Now the Commiſhoner ſpeaks out. He faith a 
little before, that I peakingof Pawl the 5..was not alittle wide: 
I an ſure here is Pax! the 5, inthe very height: This Pope would 
not have the State of Luca medole with muttersof Religion, be= 
cauſe they were Lay-men ; this Commiſſioner will not kave our 
Parliament meddle with Church-Government, becauſe it is 4 
matter of Religion. I am almoſt out of patience. What | Not 
the Parhament of England meddle with Religion? Havealt our 
Prayers, and Faſtings, during the times of Prelaticall preſſures, 
been for a Parliament, a Parliament ? Have we begg'd this Par- 
liament on our knees, even for Church-governments ſake, and 
now doth nat their power and priviledge reach it, beeaule a ſpi- 
rituall thmg ? I know not the privitedge of rhe Parlizment of 
Scotland, nor how it ſtands ſabjeRted ro your Church-Afſem- 
blyes; But this I know, that we here had been groning to this 
day under the tyrannie of Prelacy, nay pluvged ſtill in the darke 
pit of Popery, 1t Ckarch-Goyernment had not been within tkeir 
priviledge. O ye Honourable Worthyes, open your eyes, and 
ſee whither yon are going, or whither ſome are leading you, 
Oace the Pope had your Predeceſſours at his beck , and you may 
again (it you will ) lofe your freedome under 2 Presbyterian do- 
mination. The Lord of heaver: grant, that England never fe 
that day, wherein a Parliament muſt not meddle with Church- 
Government, becauſe a fpirituzll thing. 
Commil, 

And will the Brothex ſay, the example of the beſt Reformed 

Chmrches leadeth this way ? 
Reply, 

t. I am fure thc beſt Reformed Church that cyer was, went 
this way, I mcane the Church of Ifracl, which had no diltinti- 
on of Church Government and Civill Government, as ſhall ap- 
peare in due place, though the Commiſſioner and his Brethren 
think and publiſh othcr wiſe. 

2, I defite the Commiſfioner to give an inſtance in the New 
Teſtament of ſuch a diffinRion, where the State was Chriſtian, 

3+ The opinions of Gwalter, Bullinger, Eraſtne, Aretica, and 
others, are knowne. 

4+. If they goe not my way, they gov as fittle his waye 

ar 
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Oar inſtance ſhall be the Church of Geneva, who though Pre{- 
bytariann praRice, tor ought I know , yet how far from the 
principles of the Commiſlioness may fully appeare in the An- 
natations uponthe Bible Printed there Anno Dom. 1588, (et 
forth by the Miniſters and Profeſſors of chat Towne, who npon 
the words of Matth. 9.16. Noman putteth a new piece of cloth in- 
to anold garment, give this note, La diſcipline exterieure ſe doit 
accommodex a la capacite de L'egliſe, Theexternall diſcipline is 
to be fitted to the capacity of the Church. This is no Scotland 
Presbyterie. 

But how oavof allthis can he canclude.me a Covenant-biea- * 
ker ? Idefireſerionlly, nay I challenge ut as due bythat right 
one Chriſtian owes to another, .one Miniſter to another, (it-he 
eſteeme me either) That he proſecute this Charge according to 
his Covenant betore Authority, that cither the Accuſation giay 
provea Slander, orthe Accuſed a Delinquent, or that he make 


fatisfaRtion. 
The fourth Rule. 


Sermon. 

A Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 4s 4a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, u« 4 
Goveruoxr in the Church, 

Commil. 

Who denyes.thws ?. T hat which he drives at, is, The Mags- 
ſtrate ſhowld leave no power to the Elder ſhips of ſpirituall cenſure. 
Reply. 

1. The Commilloner,is the cncly aan that we ſhall meet 
with, that i the words, jadgeth .of the intentions. He 
meanes, It tends, He drives at,and ſuch like, arc his expreſsions, 
and thjs.is fartharder,and-more.uncharitable : ForT hope, nayam 
confideat, the reverend Cammiſgioner jmeanes and drives at 
Gods glory,,and I,.bave no ground but to be perſ{waded he thinks 
ſo of me,though bothheand Ithrough weakneſſe of judgement 
may faile inthe way that leads thereunto, For Chriſtians todif- 
ferin their meanings, is werſe then to differ in their words. 

- 8. [delire'the Commilctodeale ingenuauſly, Did it everenter 
into kns\thaughts,that I wauld not havethe Miniſters to adrno - 
niſh the unruly? yet Admonition isa ſpiritual cenſure.inthe Com- 
mil.opunienandthe Miniſters .arc the greateſt part of the Elder- 
Ab'p. _ _ __ Com- 
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"Commid. | 

The Brother ſaith of other Governments beſides Magiſftracy, 1 
find no inflitution ; of them 1 do; Ro.13.12,1 am ſorry he ſought no 
better,elſe he had found more — Obedience is commanded not onely 
to Civill, but Spirituall — 

Reply. 

I willnot deny, but the Commiſſioner might ſeek better then 
I ; butI ſee he hath had no greater happinefſe in finding then-I 
have had; for what hath he found ? 

Commiſf. 

Obey thoſe that are over w, 1 Theſ. 5.12. 1 Timoth.5.17, 
Heb.13,7,17. Andwhat wnderftands he by him that ruleth ? 

ty. 

Why man | I have found theſe an hundred and an hundred 
times twicetold, and yet am I asI was, I meane by him that 
ruleth, Him that ruleth, to whom-we muſt yeeld obedience, be 
it to the miniſtery of the Miniſter, or to the authority of the po- 
wer ordained of God, 

2, What are 2ll theſe places to the inſtitution of any ſuch Offi« 
cer, as the Commitſsioner pleads for ? / 

| Sermon. 

Chriſtian Magiſtrates are to manage their office under Chriſt 
and for Chrift ; Chrift hath placed Governments in hu Church , 
1 findall Governments given to Chrift as Hediatowr, Ephel. 1, 
three laſt verſes. | | 

Commiſſ. 

Let the brother take heed he hath not ſþlit himſelfe upon a rocke, 

and taken from the Magiftrate _ then he hath gives him, 
Reply. 

I will take heed, and withall tell him, that our Engliſh Magi- 
ſtracy, no not the Parliament it ſelfe will take it to be any breach 
of their priviledges, nor any diminution oftheir power : if one 
ſay, they doe, nay they ought to manage it under Chriſt, and for 
Chriſt, 

Commiſſioner, 

If this be good Divinity, it will be the hardeſt tacks he ever took 
inhand, to uphold the authority either of the Pagan or Chriſtian 
Aagiftrate. Reply. 

et I will doe my beſt to uphold them both, for certainly the 
Divanity is good. BEER. . - 


+a. 
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| Commiff. | 

Firſt, the Pagan Magiſtrate f.1fs to the ground, as au uſurper, 
becanſe all government # given to Chrift, and Chriſt hath not de» 
rivedit to.an Infidel, = 

Reply. 

I aske the Commiſſioner, Is this good Divinity ? God hath 
given to Chriſt the Heathen for his inheritance,and theuttermoſt 
parts of the earth for his poſſeflion, If it be, and that Chriſt be 
rightfull King of the-whole earth, where did Chriſt grant a li- 
berty to a great { of the world to remaine Infidels, and ene- 
mics to him,and to his government ? . I ſuppoſe the Commiſſio- 
ner will ſay, Chriſt hath all Nations given him, and all Nations 
ought to reccive Chriſt, though as yet aRtually they do not. Well, 
fay ſo of Magitracy, and we are agreed : God and Nature hath 
made Magiſtrates, and theſe Magiſtrates thus made God hath 
givento Chrift ; many yet ſtand out, and ſo they arenot uſurpers 
but abuſers of their power, which they ſhould, and intime (hall 
manage for Chriſt, 

Commiſl, 

Next he will have it fare little better with the Chriſtian Ma- 

giftrate, for two reaſons : 


1. Chrift hath no where derived ſuch power to the Magiſtrate. 
2, Chriſt 4 Meaiatonr hath it not to give, 


Reply. 

Grant all this for the prefers; yet nothing hinders but that 
God hath given all Magiſtracy to Chriſt to be managed under 
him, for him, which 1s all that was ſail. The Commiſſioner 
ſuth, Magiſtracy is not derived from Chriſt. I ſay, Magiſtracy 
15 given to Chrilt to be feryiceable in his Kingdome : So that 
thouzh the Commiſſioners aſſertion be ſound, (which in due 
place will be diſcuſſed) yet it infringeth nothing that I ſaid, 

_ Commiſff. 

He citeth 1 Cor, 12. 28, to prove Chriſt hath placed civill go- 
vernments in hu Church. But 

I. If the governments there mentioned be civill governments ,yet 
that place ſaith not, Chriſt hath placed, but God hath. 

Reply. 

I am fare the Commillicacr will not ſtand to this ; he that 

© 3; a placed 
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placed Governours was the ſame that placed Teachers, and was 
that God,and not Chrilt. 
\Commaifl. 

2. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſuch governments as the Church had 
at that time,but at that time the Church had no Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrates. Reply, 

The contrary ſeemes to me to be cleare, that he ſpeakes of go- 
vernments thatthe Church had not at that tztme ; and that upon 
this reaſon, becauſe when he makes a particular enumeration of 
them againe, Are af Apoſtler —- he omits none, but Helps, Go- 
vernments, for this onely cauſe, becauſe they were not then in 
being ; forhad they had then theſe governments, the Apoſtles 
enumeration had not been full, which the Corinthians would 
quickly have obſerved. 

Commidl. 

3- 1 athe, How can we conceive that the civill government can 
come into the catalogue of Eccl:ſiaſticall and Spirituall admini- 
ſtratiens? for ſuch are all the reſt there reckoned, 

Reply. 

I, I anſwer, becanſe Chriſtian Magiſtracy is an Ecelefiaſticall 
adminiſtration, which is the maine queſtion here before us. 

2, Are working of Miracles), and gifts of healing, Eccleſiaſti- 
call adminiſtrations? 

Commil. 

4. The Brother hath done another diſ-ſervice to the Magiſtracy, 
in putting them behinde the Miniſtery, as the Apoſtle orders them. 
How makes he this to agree with hw mterpretation ? 

Reply. 

1. As well as the Commiſſioner can, who according to this 
rule hath putthe Nobility of Scotland not onely behinde the Mi- 
niſters, but every poore:man that hath the office of Deacon : for 
the Apoſtlesorder is, Helps;Governments. 

2, Ihavenoskill in Heraldry, neither am I ambitious after 
place, in giving honourto one before another. Tfthe Parliament 
ſhall be pleaſed toaſſigne the Miniſtery its place, (which many 
hold needfull;and doe dcfire).I {hall befatistivd-with1t,whercſo- 
ever it 18, Commiſl, - 

Next heciteth Eph.1.3, laſt verſes, But thu place will not ſerve 


him. 
| Reply. 
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Reply. 

Hereat large the Commilliorer enbiphrah words about the 
fignificationof the word Head, and concludeth that this muſt 
be meant of Chriſt as God, not as Mediatour, Allthis large dil- 
courſe I blow away with thts cleare demonſtration, 

That which is given to Chriſt, hehathicnot, as God, and 
Chriſt, as Gad' cannot be giver. But this place ſpeaketh both of 
dignity given to Chriſt, and of Chriſt asa.gift given, Therefore 
Chriſt carmot be here underſtood as Gad. 

But let thefe things ſuffice. The Reverend. Commiſſioners 
opinion will finde better entertainment in Churches gathered in 
Heathen and Antichriftian Kingdomes, then where the King- 
dome and Maprſtracy thereob are chriſtian and gadly, as he that 
runs may reade inthe fcop? of his diſcourſe epitomig 2d into this 
| ſtrange Syllogiſme. 

W hoſoever doe not manage their office avd authority under 
Chrift, and for Chriſt, they manage ttunder the Devill, and 
for the Devil}, for there is no middle, cither Chrift or B-lial. 

| He that is not with mc, is againſt me. 

| But 2ccording tothe opinionof the Reverend Commiſiioner 

Chriſtian M1giſtracy doth not manage the office and authc- 
rity thereof under Chriſt, and for Chriſt : 

Therefore 3ccording to the opinion of the Commiſſioner, 
Chriſtizr Magiltracy, and particularly this our Honourable 
Parliament doth mamage its office nnder the Devill, and for 
the D:vill. Ido beleeve it will be one of the hardeſt tasks 

that ever the Commiſsioner took upon him, to give the King- 

dome a cleare and ſatisfaRtory anſwcr to this argument, If this 
be Presbytcrian government, the Lord ſave our Kingdome from 
it; andgrantto me to ſpend the remainder of my dayes uadcr 
| ſack a Magiſtracy as manage the ſame under Chrilt, and for 
Chriſt. I know we ſhall have many diſtintions about naturall 
and poſitive inſtitutions, God and Chriſt, Charch and Common- 
wealth, and twenty of the like kinde, all to helpe at a dead lift, 
but it will not doe. The Lord of heaven open our hearts tour- 
derſtand the Scriptures,and keep his from the ſpirit of ambition, 
giddineflc and bitterneſle, that Goſpel-work being promoted in 

a Goſpel-way, Chriſt Jeſus may reigne in our ſoules and inward 

man, the proper ſeat of his Kingdome. a 

ny | Pol 
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Poſtſcript, / 
" Aving ſent theſe few Animadver ſion, to the Preſſe,] had in- 


K timation given of ſomething more comming out againſt'my 
Sermon, This ſtopt it a while. At laſt comes forth, A View of 
Mr. Colemans Modell. To ſleight « books is the eaſieſt way of a#- 
ſwering ; for me to doe it in my owne caſe, folly, Th onely 1 ſay, 
What therein 14 materiall 1 anſwered there. Much of it #4 ad ho- 
min:m, /o nothing into the cauſe, yet untrue ; i» divers things con- 
trary #0 the reverimnd Commiſſioner , which 1 leave to bim tore- 
prove. 1 ans not willing to take paines for no body, to write what 
few will reatte. The times are glutted with Pamphlets, efpecially 
ſuch, wherein ſix pages full of matter are worded ont to thirty ſix, 
My New Modell is older then hu father,and will be the Mokell of 
Englands Chnrch government when we are both brethren to the 
wormes, Be ut what it will be, | am contented he ſhall have the.ad- 


vioregs of the laſk word, and let bim make the beſt of it, 1 will 


paſſe By the Fils L Þ of ſuch nameleſſe Anthors, and having 
ont the thoughts of my heart, 1 will contend no farther, 1 bad 


Ima 5 | | 
ow with rather accommodate thew-widey the differences, We ſrall be 


one. God bath reſerved the good wine till now : the beſt mercies for + 
theſe left times. Thu onely is required of us, to deny our ſelves. 
Thu u wy prayer, this my prer [wit for ever. 


